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DHCF Transmittal No. _19-15

TO: Intermediate Care Facilitieruals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

FROM: Cathy R. Anderson
Deputy Director A
Developmental Disabilities Administration
Department on Disability Services

Linda Elam, Ph.D. (
Medicaid Director
Department of Healtli Car€ Finance

D olE JuL 102012

SUBJECT: New acuity level determinations for individuals in Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals
with Intellectual Disabilities (ICFs/IID)

This Transmittal supersedes Transmittal #09-17, dated July 2, 2009.

As you know, the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance (DHCF), in consultation with the
Department on Disability Services” Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDS/DDA), ICFs/IID, and
other stakeholders has developed a Medicaid State Plan Amendment (SPA) that will, once approved by the
federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, establish a new Medicaid reimbursement methodology for
ICF/IID services provided on and after October 1, 2012. This new reimbursement methodology establishes new
payment levels based, in part, on individual acuity levels. The initial acuity level for all individuals served in
ICFs/IDD is set for payment at the base rate. Individuals who have documented needs which require a higher
level of care (higher acuity) can qualify for higher reimbursement. The way the process will flow is that
DDS/DDA will review and recommend acuity levels for individuals; final assignment of acuity levels will be
made by DHCF.

Implementation of the new reimbursement method is scheduled for October 1, 2012. Beginning this month and
through August, acuity packets must be completed and submitted for any individual who is to have a rate above
the base rate effective on the October 1, 2012 implementation date. The DDS/DDA Service Coordinator(s)
assigned to your agency’s ICF/IID will be contacting you to establish the time frame for completion of the LON
and submission of the additional supporting documentation to DDS/DDA for any individual you identify as
needing an acuity level above base. Once the LON and the supporting documentation are available and
complete, DDS/DDA will review and make a recommendation to DHCF on the acuity level for the individual.
It is imperative that the information be submitted on or before the date requested by the DDS/DDA Service
Coordinator. For individuals currently served in an ICF/IID, information submitted late or submission of
incomplete information will result in a delay in setting an acuity level and the level will not be retroactive to




October 1, 2012. DHCF will complete the acuity reviews and post the new reimbursement rates in the Medicaid
claims payment system by September 30, 2012.

Attached is a checklist of required documents and a quick guide that would be useful for the acuity package
submission. This documentation must be submitted to DHCF through DDS/DDA. It is very important that
DDS/DDA receive all specified information; incomplete packages will result in a delay in the acuity being
established prior to the October 1, 2012 implementation date.

Thank you for your cooperation in making the transition to the new reimbursement rates for ICFs/IID a smooth
and seamless process. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mary Devasia, Project
Manager, Special Needs Branch, Division of Long Term Care on (202) 442-5931 or mary.devasia@dc.gov.

Attachments (2): Acuity Level Determination Checklist
Guide for the acuity package submission
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